july 1995

volume 11 no.2

The ILEIA Newsletter is a publication of lhe nformalion Cenlre

Nelherlands
Fax +31-33-

1-33-943086; Teiex 79380 ETC NL,
e-mail ilela @ anlenna.nl

SUBSCRIPTIONS Individuals and organisations in the Third
Warld and students: US$ 13 75 or DFL 27 50/year Others:
US$ 27 50 or DFL BS/vear Payment by direcl bank transfer Lo
ARABO Bank Leusden, Account No 3359 44 825 {or to this

receive Ihe Newsletter free of charge

CONTRIBUTIONS Anticles, short communicalions and news
llams should be writlen in easy-lo-read English Articles should
be less than 1200 words long, and should include al isast 2
ilustralions Aulhors of published articles will 5e paid DFL 165
per printed page A guideline for preparing articles can be
abtained from ILEIA

EDITORIAL TEAM Carine Alders, Wielse Bruinsma, Maria
Fernandez, Wim fid Huibers, Maja Kocislra,
Clive Lightfool, C Laurers van Veldhuizen,
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS ISSUE Coen Relinties, Margreet
Moelhuijzen (guest edilor) and Carne Alders TYPING Marika
van der Brom a Felipe ADMINISTRATION Regina
Ruane, Marik en Brom, Lila Felipie DESHGN &
LAYOUT Jan Hiensch, Leusden PRINTING BDU Barneveld
ISSN: 0920-8771

ILEIA {Information Genlre lor Low-External-Input and

early 1999

ILEIA’s long-lermn abjeclive s 1o conlribute to a situation in

which Low-External-Input and Suslainable Agricullure (LEISA)

IS

*+ widely adopted as a valid approach lo agricullural
developmenl, complementary to high-externai-input
agticulture,

« recogrised as a means to balance locally available

* valued as a usetul perspactive in planning and
implemnenting agricultural research, educalion and
extension,

¢ developing and eonsolidating its stack of knowledge and
scientific basfs

landscape, soil, waler, vegetation, local erops and animals,
ndigenous knowledge} and is
ically sound, cullurally adapte
exlernal inputs such as miner
pesticides and machinery is not excluded bul is seen as
cormplementary to the use of local resources and has to meel
the above-mentioned critena of sustainability

ILEIA seeks to reach these objectives by operating a
documentalion cenlre; publishing a quarterly newsletier,
bibliographies, resource guides elc; holding workshops; and
supporting regional nelwerks in the Third World

The expressed In lhe arlicles do not necessarily
refle ws of ILEIA

Readers are encouraged to repnnl or translale articles with

acknowledgement Please send a copy of any reprint or
translalion 1o ILEIA
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DEAR READERS

Do today's research and development methods fit farmer's com-
plex reality and the need for sustainability ? Which methods can
better deal with, for example, the increasing diversity of farming
conditions, interactions between micro and macro scales, different
stakeholders and economic assessment? Or do we need more
fundamental decisions about values and objectives lo reorient
agriculture? Insight in the nature of sustainability and its demands
has to increase, but how? Our ignorance and scientific uncertainty
about the complexities of sustainable agriculture make that partici-
patory learning as well as scientific rigour are needed.

This issue presents examples of learning processes in which
scientists and farmers try to match participatory with scientific
methods and try to dig deeper in the methodological and practical
consequences of ecological and cuitural diversity and sustainabil-
ity. These jssues pose huge challenges to researchers and devel-
opment workers. Clearly the articles in this Newsletter are not the
final words to be said on this. We look forward to receiving your
experiences and opinions on these matters.

Our challenge for this issue was to write about these complex
issues in understandable words. Research, experimentation and
innovation are as much a concern of farmers and development
workers as they are of scientists. If the expertise of all stakehold-
ers is to be used, communication has to be improved. Please let us
know if you think we have not succeeded.

Something that really worries us is the decrease in the number
of articles written by non-Western authors. Are we on the wrong
track, are we getting too much involved in the academic debate?
Or do we use the wrong channels to request articles? We simply
cannot believe that the 6000 non-Western readers of the ILEIA
Newsletter have nothing to contribute to the exchange of practical
experiences on development of sustainable agriculture. Do not
hesitate but write, the ILEIA Newsletter depends on you!

The Editors
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